
Magnolia de Soulange
Magnolia  

Magnolia x soulangeana (Magnoliaceae)

Planté: environs    1900                                                               Est et Sud Est Asie

Pourquoi on l’aime : 

• Pour ses fleurs magnifiques et parfumées qui durent plus que 4 semaines

• Pour son feuillage intense

• j’aime ses innombrables variétés, ses fleurs en forme de tulipe précoces, son volume 
imposant en vieillissant (AG)

Notes :
• Le magnolia est l’un des plus anciens arbres à fleurs. 
• Originaire de l’Asie du Sud-Est 
• Les premières magnoliacées fleurissaient au Groenland il y a plus de 65 millions 

d’années.
• Fleur national de la Corée du Nord
• Symbole de pureté en Chine et le « Yin »
• Les espèces originaires de Chine ont été plantés depuis plus de mille ans dans les 

temples par les moines bouddhistes et dispersés dans toute l’Asie. 
• La vogue du magnolia a commencé en Occident après la découverte du Nouveau 

Monde. 
• Le nom de Magnolia rend hommage à Pierre Magnol (1638 à 1715) , directeur du 

jardin botanique de Montpellier et l’un des fondateurs de la taxonomie végétale. 
• Magnolia liliiflora et Magnolia denudata ont été ramenés en France de Chine au 

début du 19e siècle et croisés pour produire l’hybride Magnolia soulangeana. 
• L'huile essentielle de magnolia est appréciée pour son parfum et aussi pour ses 

propriétés décontractantes
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Deux oiseaux verts sur un magnolia
Yu, Feian于⾮闇, né en 1889 à Pékin
(Beijing), décédé en 1959 à Pékin (Beijing)
En 1947
Papier, Encre, Couleurs - Pigments
Peinture
Musee Cernuschi, Paris

https://www.cernuschi.paris.fr/fr/collections/collection
s-chinoises/chine-moderne-et-contemporaine/deux-
oiseaux-verts-sur-un-magnolia

“Magnolia”, 
Nils Dardel (Suede) 1923

http://dardel.info/famille/artistes/NilsDardel
/photo.html

https://www.cernuschi.paris.fr/fr/collections/collections-chinoises/chine-moderne-et-contemporaine/deux-oiseaux-verts-sur-un-magnolia
http://dardel.info/famille/artistes/NilsDardel/photo.html
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Musique: Fleur de Magnolia, Sissy Zhou, Chine 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fvQMzamJRI

17-5-21

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fvQMzamJRI


Magnolias and the Meaning of Life: Science, Poetry, 
Existentialism , Maria Popova, Marginalien, 16.4.23

Pastel-colored apparitions of tenderness, magnolias are titans of resilience. 

They have been consecrating Earth with their beauty since the time dinosaurs 

roamed it, long before bees evolved to give our planet its colors, pioneering the 

exquisitely orchestrated pollination strategies by which perfect 

flowers survive.

Today, for a precious week in spring, they bloom to remind us that life is 

livable, then die to remind us that it must be lived.

When Western botanists first encountered these ravishing flowering trees on 

an island in the West Indies, they named them after the trailblazing French 

botanist Pierre Magnol — originator of the concept of plant families and the 

first person to devise a system of natural classification, a century ahead of 

Linnaeus. The word magnolia was heartily adopted, so that by the time 

Linnaeus published his Species Plantarum, introducing his revolutionary 

binomial naming system, the magnolia appeared in it as a single species. 

Today, we know there to be hundreds, some of them deciduous and some 

evergreen, with the American evergreen species Magnolia grandiflora the 

most widely recognizable.

Magnolias have a long history of enchanting humanity with their splendor and 

symbolic intimations. As early as the year 650, Buddhist monks in China made 

of the wild magnolia a garden deity, planting a white-blooming Magnolia 

denudata at their temple as a symbol of purity. The magnolia planted at the 

White House from a Tennessee sprout in the 1820s lived through thirty-nine 

presidencies and came to grace the back of the $20 bill for seven 

decades. Magnolia sieboldii is the national flower of North Korea, 

and Magnolia grandiflora the state flower of both Mississippi and Louisiana.
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https://themarginalian.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13eb080d8a315477042e0d5b1&id=9feefa0e0f&e=e6c5aa16ef
https://themarginalian.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13eb080d8a315477042e0d5b1&id=bac28916ae&e=e6c5aa16ef
https://themarginalian.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13eb080d8a315477042e0d5b1&id=aef189121d&e=e6c5aa16ef


Magnolias have long figured in our efforts to mediate between the body and the 

mind — the mediation we call medicine. In the early nineteenth century, 

American physicians began using the dried bark of Magnolia 

virginiana, Magnolia acuminata, and Magnolia tripetala to treat malaria, 

rheumatism, and gout. For millennia, Chinese medicine has been transmuting 

the bark of Magnolia officinalis into a tonic known as hou-phu, used for treating 

neurological and gastric disorders. Twentieth-century science isolated from it the 

compounds magnolol and honokio — sedatives with relaxant effects on the 

central nervous system, found to help reduce tremors in Parkinson’s patients. 

Throughout Asia, the common drug hsin-i, made of the flowering buds of several 

magnolia species, is used to treat headaches, fever, allergies, and respiratory 

disorders.

Humans are not the only animals to wrest vitality from magnolias. Migrating 

songbirds relish them, drawn to the bright seeds and nourished by their 

unusually high fat content of 40% — more than twice that of the avocado, Earth’s 

most nutritious fruit. Squirrels, raccoons, and possums also savor them. Their 

leaves are a favorite food for the larvae of the giant leopard moth — one of Earth’s 

most majestic and resplendent insects.

Humans, too, have feasted on the magnolia — in rural England, the petals 

of Magnolia grandiflora are used to spice stews, in Japan the young leaves and 

buds of Magnolia hypoleuca are broiled as a vegetable, and in other Asian 

cuisines the flower buds of various magnolia species are used to scent tea and 

flavor rice. The aromatic hoba miso is made with magnolia.
To me, magnolias are the most existential of trees, their weeklong bloom an open-
mouth scream of exhilaration at the transient miracle of being alive. There is 
cruelty to beauty so fierce and so fleeting. “Blossoms on our magnolia ignite the 
morning with their murderous five days’ white,” Robert Lowell wrote in a poem. 
But there is also kindness in its gentle reminder not to squander a single moment 
of living. In five days, a whole life can spin on its axis.
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